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Abstract
We report a kind of shear thickening fluid (STF) which exhibits non-iridescent structural colors
(defined as colorful shear thickening fluid, c-STF). The color of the c-STF can be tuned in a
whole visible light range via changing the particle size, the filling fraction and temperature. The
color of this c-STF is characterized by reflection and transmission spectrum and the inner
structure was observed via confocal microscope. The relationship between the structure
transitions, color, and rheological properties are systematically investigate. The measurements
show that the occurrence of photonic band gap is responded for the short-range geometric order.
The semitransparent colorful STF create the possibility to observe the transition of inner
structure in shear thickening (ST) phenomenon, which will attribute to further study the
mechanism of ST. And the tuned colors also extend the potential applications such as full-color
displays with a wide viewing angle and color-tunable soft armor.

Supplementary material for this article is available online

Keywords: shear thickening fluid, tunable structural color, short-range order, rheological
properties, mechanism

(Some figures may appear in colour only in the online journal)

1. Introduction

Shear thickening fluid (STF) is a kind of smart material by
dispersing micro-and nano- particles into the carrier fluids. Its
viscosity sharply increases when the shear rate reaches to the
critical value and can exhibit the transformation from a liquid
state to a solid state. This behavior has a good reversibility
that the viscosity restores to initial state quickly when the
applied stress is relieved [1–4]. Based on the unique shear
thickening (ST) effect, a wide array of applications are
developed, such as dampers, ‘liquid’ armor, impact absorbers,
control devices, sports shoe cushioning, rotary speed limiters,
etc [5–9]. Particularly, among the body protective applica-
tions, STF treated fabrics are researched extensively in recent

years [10–13]. Selim Gürgen et al studied the effect of silicon
carbide additives on the stab resistance of STF treated fabrics
[10]. Animesh Laha et al improved the impact resistance of
p-aramid fabrics via adding silica-halloysite nanotubes into
STF [11].

STF is composed of the suspended phase, the solvent,
and the additive, in which the suspended phase is one of the
most important factors that affects rheological properties of
the STF. As far as we know, there are three kinds of particles
for STF. The first kind studied is inorganic particles such as
silica [14, 15], titania [16, 17], calcium carbonate [18, 19]
alumina [20] and barium sulfate precipitated [21]. The second
kind is deformable particles such as starch particles [22],
blood cells [4]. The last kind is man-made particles such
as polyvinylchloride (PVC), poly (styrene–acrylonitrile)
(PS–AN) [4], polymethylmethacrylate (PMMA) [23], poly
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(styrene–ethyl acrylate) (PS–EA) [24], carbon nanofibers
[25]. Additionally, various additives were added into STF to
improve the rheological properties in order to apply to more
application fields [26–28]. Silim Gürgen proposed a novel
concept of multi-phase STFs, which were mixtures of single-
phase STFs and various kinds of additives such as metal
particles, ceramic particles and carbon nanotubes. In their
concept, the additives were regarded as a suspended phase,
which affect the rheological properties of STFs through
varying the interactions between additives and another sus-
pended phase.

Various mechanisms have been developed to explain the
ST behavior such as order–disorder transition [2, 3, 29],
dilatancy [30] and hydrocluster [31]. The most widely
accepted is hydrocluster mechanism, in which hydrodynamic
lubrication forces completely overcome the inter-particle
repulsive forces at high shear rate, and this results in shear
induced self-assembled hydroclusters that increase the visc-
osity. Many experimental methods, such as small angle
neutron scattering experiments [32, 33], rheo-optical experi-
ments [34] and the combination fast confocal microscopy
with simultaneous force measurements, are developed to
investigate the mechanism for a long time [35]. However,
direct observation of the transient response of ST behavior
when subjected sudden impact is always one of the challenges
for developing the ST mechanism [36–39]. The colors of
almost all kinds of the STFs are cloudy and opaque by far [1].
Therefore, we hope to develop a kind of semitransparent
colorful STF to observe ST phenomenon and expect to open a
new way to study ST mechanism.

Photonic crystal is one of the most representative colored
materials exhibiting iridescent structural color due to its long-
range order periodic microstructure. However, this kind of
color changes dramatically depending on the angle of
observation [40, 41]. There is also a different class of PBG
material in nature, ‘quasi-amorphous photonic materials’,
with only short-range order on the length scale of optical
wavelength but without long-range order, exhibits non-iri-
descent structural color that have little angle-dependence
[42–47], which is often observed in certain animals and
insects due to their quasi-amorphous nanostructures present in
their colored epidermises [48–50]. The structural color of
these materials originates from wavelength-specific con-
structive interference in the visible region [51]. It was
reported that condensed gel particle suspensions also display
non-iridescent structural color [52]. However, non-iridescent
structural color in the ST suspension has not been reported till
now. Although various kinds of solid particles have been
applied for STF, few of them presented the non-iridescent
structural color due to the different refractive index between
the particles and the carrying fluid.

SiO2 nanospheres can be well synthesized through Stöber
hydrolysis method, [53–56] which is the most used material
to prepared STF and is also a kind of photonic crystal mat-
erial. However, SiO2-based STF is white and opaque for a
long time due some different reasons. Firstly, the poly-
dispersity index (PDI) of SiO2 nanospheres is not small
enough. Secondly, the surface chemistry properties of SiO2

are different due to different washing method. Thirdly, the
refractive indexes of the SiO2 and carrier fluid are different. In
this work, the PDI of SiO2 nanospheres is within 5% via
strictly controlling the experiment conditions. The SiO2 is
cleaned only with ethyl alcohol and the surface is rich of
alcoholic hydroxyl group, which has good compatibility with
PEG 200. Finally, the refractive index of SiO2 and PEG 200
is almost the same. For these reasons, semitransparent and
colorful STF was obtained.

By employing the visual spectrum investigation, we
show that the structural colors are originated from the indirect
reflection for the inner structure. A preliminary relationship is
established among the structural color, temperature and the
rheological properties, which mean that the color of STF has
the prospect can be applied in practical applications. Direct
observation of the transition from fluid to solid when sub-
jected impacts in STF is obtained, which may proposed a new
way for detecting the structure evolution mechanism of the
ST phenomenon. The color of the c-STF is also dependent on
the temperature, which indicates it possesses high potential in
multifunctional soft armor-defending materials with the
function of changing color under different conditions.

2. Experiment section

2.1. Materials

Tetraethylorthosilicate (TEOS, chemical pure), ethanol (analy-
tical reagent), ammonium hydroxide (NH3·H2O, 25%–28%,
analytical reagent) and poly (ethylene glycol) 200 (PEG 200,
analytical reagent) were all purchased from Sinopharm
Chemical Reagent Co. All chemicals were used directly as
received without further treatment. Re-distilled water was used
in this work.

2.2. The preparation of the c-STF

Firstly, monodisperse SiO2 nanospheres with different dia-
meters were synthesized using the modified Stöber method.
Then, a certain amount of SiO2 nanospheres were added into
PEG 200 and the mixture was mixed in a ball crusher to
obtain a homogeneous dispersion. The final product was
collected after 24 h when no large-scale aggregation was
found in the suspension. The obtained c-STF was sealed in a
vial before use.

2.3. Rheological measurements and visual spectrum
characterization

The rheological properties of the STF were measured by
using the rheometer (Physical, MCR301, Anton Paar) at
25 °C with cone-plate having a cone angle of 2° and a dia-
meter of 25 mm. The rheological properties of each sample
were measured under static loading conditions. The steady-
shear tests were conducted with a gap size of 0.05 mm. In
order to remove loading effects, a pre-shear of 1 s−1 was
applied for 60 s before collecting the experimental data. The
reflection spectra of the suspensions (25 °C) were measured

2

Smart Mater. Struct. 27 (2018) 095012 M Liu et al



using a UV–visible spectrometer (SolidSpec- 3700 DUV)
with a 60 mm diameter integrating sphere and the transmis-
sion spectra of sample in a quartz glass cell with a 4 mm light
path length. Digital optical micrographs were taken by a
digital camera (Sony Exmor RS IMX230) and high-speed
video camera (Phantom V2512). The samples were kept at
25 °C when taking photographs unless otherwise noted.

2.4. Characterization

The particle size and macroscopic features were determined
by a field emission scanning electron microscope (20 kV,
JEOL JSM-6700F SEM). The thickness of the shell was
observed by a transmission electron microscopy (TEM, JEM-
2011) with an accelerating voltage of 200 kV. Confocal
microscopic image was observed by laser scanning Confocal
microscopy (Leica DMi8).

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Characteristic structural colors of c-STF

To obtain the non-iridescent color, the PDI of SiO2 nano-
spheres should be within 5%. The monodisperse SiO2 nano-
spheres with different sizes are prepared by Stöber hydrolysis
method. The different sizes are prepared through strictly
controlling the ratios of reactants and reaction temperatures.
Figure 1 shows the TEM, SEM images and size distributions
of the monodisperse SiO2 nanospheres with different dia-
meters. The polydispersity is less than 5% determined by the
attachment (DigitalMicrograph) of TEM, which means that
the obtained SiO2 nanospheres are also suitable for fabricate
iridescent color photonic materials. By increasing the con-
centration of the TEOS precursor, the diameter of the SiO2

nanospheres can be tuned from 200 to 350 nm.
C-STFs are prepared by dispersing monodisperse SiO2

nanospheres in PEG200 through ball-milling process.
Figure 2(A) shows photographs of prepared STFs of SiO2

particles with diameter of 265 nm (a), 220 nm (b), 335 nm (c),
310 nm (d) and 300 nm (e) displaying pink, orange-yellow,
green, blue, and purples, respectively, almost covering the
whole visible light spectrum scope. The volume fraction of
the dispersed phase of five kind c-STFs is kept as a constant
(58%). Figure 2(B) is the corresponding reflection spectra
(a)–(e) of the five kind c-STFs (a)–(e) of figure 2(A), the peak
positions of the spectra are 639 nm, 583 nm, 528 nm, 458 nm,
420 nm, respectively, which is well consistent with the dis-
playing color. In conclusion, the color change over the entire
visible range and it can be precisely controlled by adjusting
the particle size.

The color of c-STFs also can be controlled by adjusting
the volume fractions. Figures 3(a) and (b) are transmission
and reflection spectra of c-STFs of 265 nm silica (the size of
particle is kept in constant), the volume fractions are 58%,
47%, 37.2%, 28.3% and 20.2%, respectively. The reflection
spectra show that there is a red shift of the color when the
volume fractions decrease. Moreover, the colloid systems do

not contain any chromophores capable of absorbing visible
light and the observed colors are consequence of the structural
colors, which is further confirmed by results of transmission
and reflection spectroscopy. The transmission spectra
(figure 3(a)) exhibit shoulder-shape changes with certain
inflection points at wavelength λs, such as the volume fraction
are 58%, 47%, and 37.2%, which corresponding to the
maximum wavelength of the refection peaks, respectively
(figure 3(b)). The λs of c-STFs with the volume fractions
of 28.3% and 20.2% disappears, maybe due to the dis-
appearances of the reflection wavelengths over 700 nm. It
is reported that the shoulder-shape peak of the samples
is attributed to the combination of the ‘incoherent’ and
‘coherent’ scatterings in the short-range ordered structures,
and the lack of long-range order leads the incoherent
scatterings, which must be resulted from Rayleigh and Mie
scatterings [47, 52, 57–59].

According to the PBG of ordered structures, the band gap
of the amorphous photonic structures is related to the distance
between particles, the filling fraction and the refractive index
of the material. It is inferred that the center position of the
reflection peak position will be at

l µ ( )Dn , 1eff

= + -( ) ( )n fn f n1 , 2eff
2

SiO
2

PEG200
2

2

where λ refers to the wavelength of reflection peak and D
refers to the distance between particles. neff is the effective
refractive index of the condensed colloid fluid, f is the filling
fraction of SiO2 particles nSiO2

and nPEG200 refer to the
refractive indices of SiO2 and PEG 200, respectively [60].

It is obvious that the distance between particles (D)
becomes larger with the decrement of volume fraction in
condensed colloid fluid. The refractive indices of SiO2 and
PEG200 are almost the same, so neff is held constant. It can be
inferred that the wavelength of the center position of the
reflection peak (λ) will become larger by equations (1) and
(2). In fact, the reflection spectrum of figure 3(b) indicates
that the wavelength of the c-STF has a red shift when the
volume fraction of particles decreases, which is coincident
with above deduction.

Figure 4(A) is the photograph of photonic crystal fabri-
cated by the evaporation deposition from the monodisperse
SiO2 nanospheres (265 nm) suspension, which exhibits bril-
liant green color. At the same time, the condensed colloid
fluid of figure 4(B) is pink fabricated by the same particles.
The structural color is well kept when the suspension is
flowing, which indicates that a common PBG still exists in
these amorphous-like structures when the average distance
between particles is relatively constant though there is no
long-range periodic structure. More interesting, the color
observed from different surface of cuvette is different as
shown in figure 4(C). The surface ‘a’ of cuvette is perpend-
icular to the light source direction, which exhibiting pink
color. The surface ‘b’ is parallel to the light direction dis-
playing green color. A possible reason is that the color of
surface ‘a’ mainly comes from wavelength-specific con-
structive interference, while surface ‘b’ mainly comes from

3
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Figure 1. TEM (a), (d), (g), (j), (m), SEM (b), (e), (h), (k), (n) images and the size distributions (c), (f), (i), (l), (o) of SiO2 with different
diameters. The mean diameters of the five groups are 220±5 nm (a)–(c), 265±5 nm (d)–(f), 300±5 nm (g)–(i), 310±5 nm (j)–(l),
335±5 nm (m)–(o).
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diffused light. However, the accurate principles of optics need
to be further studied.

Figure 4(D) is the laser scanning confocal micrograph of
suspension containing 20.2% (j) silica content. From the

images, we can observe that the spatial periodicity exhibits a
short-range order. The ring-shaped two-dimension Fourier
transform (figure 4(E)) indicates that the particles are not fully
randomly distributed but periodic of spatial variation in the
refractive index in short-range. Furthermore, the circular ring
shows that the periodicity of spatial variation in the refractive
index is equivalent in all directions, which accounts for the
angle-independent optical properties [57]. From the image of
lower concentration suspension, we can deduce that the spa-
tial periodicity also shows a short-range order at higher silica
concentration.

Through characterizing optical properties, we further
study the coloring mechanism in this colloidal photonic
material. Inspired by the structure of colorful feather of birds,
we find that the coloring mechanism in c-STF is similar to the
mechanism in feather barbs of many bird species [61].
Figure 5 is the illustration of the quasi-amorphous photonic
structure of the c-STF and the way of displaying structural

Figure 2. (A) Photographs of c-STFs with different structural colors.
(B) Reflection spectra of c-STFs. The experiment temperature is
controlled at 25 °C.

Figure 3. Transmission (a) and reflection spectra (b) of the
suspensions with series volume fractions.

Figure 4. (A) Photonic crystal of SiO2 on a glass slide with a mean
diameter of 265 nm prepared by evaporation self-assemble method.
(B) The photograph of p-STF of SiO2 with a mean diameter of
265 nm. (C) The photograph of the varied color of pink p-STF
observed from different angle paralleling or perpendicular to the
lighting direction. (D) Confocal micrograph of suspension contain-
ing 20.2% (j) silica content. (E) The image of two-dimension
Fourier transform of the confocal micrograph.

Figure 5. Illustration of the quasi-amorphous photonic structure of
the c-STF and the way of displaying structural color and the right
illustration is the interaction between SiO2 nanospheres and
PEG 200.
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color. The structure of nanospheres in colloid suspension
always exhibits short-range order rather than long-range
order. The intermolecular interactions between the surface of
SiO2 nanospheres and PEG 200 chains keep the condensed
system relatively stable.

Tight-binding model is an explanation usually used in
electronic band gap existed in semiconductors, which has
been extended to photonic systems and indicating that PBG
can also be formed without lattice periodicity or long-range
order [62, 63]. Furthermore, Edagawa et al numerically
showed that short-range order is the origin of the formation of
PBG in photonic amorphous structures [45]. Due to the PBG
of the photonic crystal is anisotropic, the iridescence color
changes with angle variation, which limited the application in
some areas requiring angle-independent structural color.
Concerning this aspect, photonic quasi-amorphous materials
with short-range order are completely isotropic and the PBG
is independent of the incident light angle, which makes up the
defects in photonic materials. In conclusion, our result is a
new experimental candidate in exploring the exact mech-
anism of the PBG in the photonic amorphous structures as
well as extract out the design principles of such amorphous
structure.

3.2. The rheological properties of c-STF

Figure 6(A) shows the static rheological properties of c-STFs.
Keeping the volume fraction as constant (58%), when the
diameters of the particles are 335 nm, 310 nm, 300 nm,
265 nm and 220 nm, the initial viscosities are 8.2 Pa s,
8.9 Pa s, 10 Pa s, 26.7 Pa s, 33.4 Pa s and the critical shear
rates are 49.2 s−1, 85.5 s−1, 107.4 s−1, 192.9 s−1, 255.4 s−1

respectively. At the same time, the maximum viscosities are
161 Pa s, 106 Pa s, 90 Pa s, 76.5 Pa s, 49.6 Pa s, respectively.
Clearly, the initial viscosity and the critical shear rate increase
with the decreasing of particle diameter. And the maximum
viscosities decrease with the particle diameter decreasing. In
conclusion, ST is moved to much higher shear rates with a
reduction in particle size, which is in accord with the previous
research results [4]. Additionally, five kinds of c-STFs pre-
pared by SiO2 with different diameters not only exhibit dif-
ferent rheological properties, but also show completely
different color. The corresponding photographs of c-STFs
with different colors are inserted in figure 6(A).

The rheological properties of c-STF are also controlled
by changing the volume fraction of the dispersed phase.
Figure 6(B) shows the rheological properties of c-STF with

Figure 6. (A) The curve of viscosity versus shear rate for c-STFs of SiO2 nanospheres with different diameters at the same volume fraction
(58%). The inset table (a) shows power law exponents of c-STFs with different particle diameters while keeping the volume fraction a
constant (58%). (B) The curve of viscosity versus shear rate for c-STF at a series of volume fractions when the particle size is constant
(the average diameter of SiO2 nanospheres is about 335 nm). The inset table (b) shows power law exponents of c-STF with different volume
fractions when the particle size is constant. (C) The illustration of the change in microstructure of the colloid dispersion that explains the
transitions from equilibrium to shear thinning and shear thickening.
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different volume fractions. The volume fractions are 55.7%,
56.9%, 58%, 59.1%, corresponding shear rates are the
208.1 s−1, 101.5 s−1, 48.6 s−1, 14 s−1 and the maximum
viscosities are 14.5 Pa s, 70.6 Pa s, 162.5 Pa s, 672.9 Pa s,
respectively. The critical shear rates decrease and the max-
imum viscosities increase with the increasing of volume
fraction. It indicates that the ST become more intense with the
increasing of the volume fraction of dispersed phase. How-
ever，the increase of intense in ST is not proportional to the
increase volume fraction of dispersed phase. (Relevant
explanation is in ESI.) For example, when the volume frac-
tions vary from 55.7% to 59.1% (about 1 time), the maximum
viscosities vary from 14.5 Pa s to 672.9 Pa s (46 times).

The color of c-STFs varies with the changes of particle
size and the volume fraction, which are also the critical
parameters of controlling the rheological properties of STF.
The results enlighten us that there is the prospect that the
rheological properties of c-STFs could be predicted via
observing its color. By controlling their structural color,
c-STFs with specific rheological properties can be obtained.

In order to further analyze and demonstrate the influence
of volume fraction and particle size on shear thickening
effect, we used power law exponents which are fitted from the
steady-shear curves to characterize the degree of shear
thickening. The relationship between viscosity and shear rate
can be fitted by a power law function, as equation (5)

*h g= - ( )K . 5n 1

In this function, η is viscosity of suspensions, n is the
power law exponent indicating the shear thickening effects,
and K is the consistency index. The tables of power law
exponents of n are inserted in figures 6(A) and (B), respec-
tively. Figure 6(A) (a) shows that the value of n becomes
larger when the diameter of particle increases and the shear
thickening becomes more severely at the same time. Mean-
while, the value of n in the table of figure 6(B) (b) increases
with the volume fraction increasing, which accords with the
experimental results that the shear thickening becomes more
severely with the volume fraction increasing. Generally, the
fitting results accord with experimental results, indicating that
the degree of shear thickening is closely related to the volume
fraction and the size of dispersed phase particles. These
results indicate that the increase of the volume fraction and
particle size in a certain degree contributes to a more severe
shear thickening.

According to hydrocluster mechanism (figure 6(C)),
particles naturally flow due to random collisions among them
in equilibrium. As the shear rate increase, particles become
organized in the flow, which lowers the viscosity of the dis-
persion, therefore shear thinning occurs. If the shear rate
reaches a critical value, hydrodynamic interactions between
particles dominate and lead the random dispersion of particles
to spawn hydroclusters (figure 6(C), orange). Therefore,
transient fluctuations in particle concentration occur and the
viscosity of the dispersion increase abruptly, that is shear
thickening [64–67]. Recently, the contact rheology model is
also proposed to explain the shear thickening behavior. Denn
et al indicated that at low shear rates hydrocluster mechanism

dominated the suspension due to the contactless state, while
contact forces were essential for the shear thickening at high
shear rates where the particles contacted each other [64].

Additionally, the reversibility of STF is an important
property in practical applications. A good property of rever-
sibility shows that the STF can resist impacts repeatedly. So
we investigated the reproducibility of c-STF under cyclic
loading. Figure 7 shows the viscosity of the c-STF with a
filling fraction of 59.1% for both ascending and descending
shear rate sweeps. There is a slight decrease in viscosity at a
low shear rate and increases quickly as soon as the shear rate
reaches the critical shear rate. The viscosity decreases
immediately when the shear rate decreases. It should be noted
that the viscosity is in good agreement at the same shear rate,
which indicates that the shear thickening behavior of c-STF is
well reversible.

Due to the c-STF is semitransparent, we observe the
transition response from fluid state to solid state of the STF
when subjected sudden impact via high-speed video camera.
The initial state of c-STF is semitransparent blue fluid
(figure 8(a)) and large amount of white solid material appear
under the tip along with the glass bar when pulled out with a
fast speed (b), (c). At the transient of the pulling out of glass
bar from the c-STF, a fracture surface often observed in solid
materials (d). The appearance of white solid material might
due to a great deal of SiO2 nanospheres gathering when the
fluid subjected external impact. A great deal of SiO2 nano-
spheres gathering leads the instant changes from initial fluid
state to solid state of the inner structure of the c-STF and the
color also changes to white. However, there is no apparent
state and color change when the external impact is gentle
(e)–(h). From the photographs (i)–(l), we can observe that the
glass bar hardly inserts into c-STF when the glass bar sud-
denly plunges into the c-STF with a relatively fast speed and a
little of white material is formed at the tip of the glass bar,
which indicates that the viscosity of the c-STF increases
abruptly and some of the fluid transforms into solid state
when subjected suddenly impacts. In conclusion, the directly
observation of the fluid state to solid state transition response

Figure 7. The reversible shear thickening behavior of the c-STF with
a filling fraction of 59.1% (the average diameter of SiO2 nanospheres
is about 310 nm).
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in c-STF support a new way to study the shear thickening
mechanism.

3.3. The effects of temperature on rheological properties
of c-STF

It is reported that rheological properties of fluid materials are
often temperature-dependent [68]. It is necessary to study the
rheological properties of c-STF under different temperatures.
The photographs in figure 9(a) show the color changes of
c-STF along with temperature. The average diameter of SiO2

nanospheres is about 200 nm. Due to the refractive index of
PEG 200 changes with temperature [69, 70]. The refractive
index of PEG 200 increases with the temperature decreasing.
According to the equations of (1) and (2), the neff increases
when the temperature decreases. So the wavelength of the

center position of the reflection peak (λ) will become larger
with the temperature decreasing and the λ will become
smaller with the temperature increasing. The color of c-STF is
blue-green at 25 °C and the color will exhibit blue shift and
red shift when the temperature rising and decreasing sepa-
rately, which accords with the theoretical explanation. For
example, when the temperature of 25 °C decreases to 15 °C,
the blue-green STF becomes yellow. When the temperature of
25 °C increases to 65 °C, the blue-green STF becomes blue
firstly and then purple. Especially, the color of c-STF
becomes muddy when the temperature increases to 75 °C,
which may be explained that the structure of quasi-armor-
phous is destroyed at higher temperature. However, the color
of c-STF becomes blue-green quickly when the temperature
returns to room temperature, which shows that the color of
c-STF has excellent reversibility. If the temperature is kept as

Figure 8. Photographs of the transition from fluid state to solid state in the shear thickening transient of the c-STF when it is subjected
impacts with different rates. The photographs are taken when the glass bar is pulled out from the c-STF using fast speed (a)–(d) and low
speed (e)–(h). The photographs (i)–(l) are taken when the glass bar suddenly plunges into the c-STF with a relatively fast speed.
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a constant, the changed color will keep for a long time.
Additionally, the STF is a kind of colloid suspension, under
steady state the nanoparticles will settle as time goes on, the
time is about one month in our observation.

Additionally, we further study the rheological properties
of c-STF along with temperature variations. Figures 9(b) and
(c) show the static rheological properties c-STF. Curves of
viscosity versus shear rate for all temperatures follow the
same trend, which the viscosity decreases firstly (shear thin-
ning) and then increases dramatically (shear thickening).

As for figures 9(b) and (c), we can observe that reducing
the temperature of c-STF has four effects on the static rheo-
logical properties. First, the oligomeric liquid of PEG 200
generally increases its viscosity when lowering the temper-
ature [58] and the inset of figure 9(b) clearly indicates that the
initial viscosities increase as the temperature decreases. The
initial viscosities increase from 26.9 Pa s to 43.1 Pa s when
the temperature decrease from 25 °C to 4 °C. Second, the
critical shear rates decrease from 136.8 s−1 to 18.7 s−1. Third,
the viscosity increase more rapidly following the critical shear
rate, which shows that the steepness of the shear thickening
region increases. Last, the overall increase in the magnitude
of viscosity following the critical shear rate increases as
temperature decrease. For example, the viscosity at the critical
shear rate for 25 °C is 5.3 Pa s and rises to a maximum value,
76.3 Pa s (14.4 times), while the increase of viscosity is

approximately 11.2 Pa s–907.2 Pa s (81 times) at 4 °C.
Figure 9(c) shows the viscosity versus shear rate curves for
the same c-STF over a temperature range of 25 °C–75 °C. The
effects of temperature on the static rheological properties are
similar to figure 9(b). The inset of figure 9(c) shows the
details of the blue rectangle. The viscosity of the oligomeric
liquid of PEG 200 decreases when the temperature increases.
The initial viscosity and the degree of shear thickening of
c-STF also decrease along with the temperature increasing.
Generally, the color and rheological properties of c-STF is
temperature-dependent, which means that c-STFs with spe-
cific color and rheological properties can be obtained from
changing the temperature.

4. Conclusions

We develop a novel condensed colloidal fluid with both
tunable non-iridescent structural colors and superior shear
thickening rheological properties. The color of the photonic
colloid fluid material can be controlled by changing the par-
ticle size, the volume fraction and temperature. The coloring
mechanism of the quasi-amorphous photonic materials is
discussed by ‘tight bonding model’. This is a new candidate
to investigate the mechanism of the structural color of quasi-
photonic materials. It is the first time to develop novel STF

Figure 9. Photographs of the color changes in c-STF (the average diameter of SiO2 nanospheres is about 200 nm) with the temperature
changing (a). Viscosity versus shear rate for c-STF (the average diameter of SiO2 nanospheres is about 200 nm) at the volume fraction of
58% when changing the temperature from 25 °C to 4 °C (b) and from 25 °C to 75 °C (c).
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with rich structural color without using any pigments. The
highlight of this work is studying the shear thickening
mechanism of traditional STF by utilizing visual spectrum
characterization and it is found that the shear thickening
accompanied with the color transition. More in situ structural
dependent light diffraction during the transition from fluid to
solid state in shear thickening phenomenon is undergoing,
which is important to study the mechanism through a visual
optical method.
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